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Smmaw- of Findings

Conclusion

Ambient air data from sampling conducted in December 2003 are consistent with
previpus CDM and SCAQMD studies, which have shown that airborne chemicals at
the High School are well below the health: limits established by the State of Califomia.
As with earlier studies, the data provide no basis for believing that ambient air at the
High School is adversely impacted by oil well operations or that air at the High
School Is substantively different than air elsewhere in the Los Angeles area,

Discussion

CDM collected ambient air samples on December 29, 2003 at Beverly Hills High
School (the High Scheol) located at 241 South Moreno Drive, Beverly Hills, California.
At the time of the December 29 sampling, Venoco wells were operating and
producing gag. This report summarizes the findings of ambient air sampling
conducted in December 2003 and evaluates and compares the results to previous
investigations of ambient aiy at the High School.

The sampling program followed standard US EPA methods of collection and analysis
for volatile organic chemicals in ambient air. Samples were collected over an S-hour
petiod during representative school and after-school activity hours (generaily from
about 7 a.Jm, in the motning urdl about 5 pm. in the afternooty). Samples were
collected at the same 11 locations used in CDM's previous ambient air investigations,
as shown in Figure 1. Table 1 summmarizes results of ambient air sampling and
analysis from December 2003 and compares these data to previous samnpling results
and health limits established by the State of California.

Ambient air samples were collected from a height equivalent to the breathing zone
(abgut 5 feet above the ground). In addition, samples were collected from the ground
surface at three logations. No noticeable difference in chemicals or their
concentrations between ambient air samples collected at the breathing height or at the
ground surface was observed.

Results of the ambient air sampling performed in December 2003 are comparable ta
ambient air data collected in previous investigations by SCAQMD and COM. While
several additional chemicals were detected, these chemicals and the air concentrations
at which they were detected are not out of the ordinary for the Los Angeles area. As
shown in Table 1, chemicals detected in air at the High School are well below the
health limits established by the State of California.

Monitoring of ajr guality in the Los Angeles basin routinely reports 2 variety of
chernicals, including those detected in the current sampling at the High School.

Benzene has been & focus of previous investigations due to concerns that it may be
released from oil well operations. This chemtical was found in the ambient aix at



levels ihat are consistent with those coomonly reported by SCAQMD for all routine
monitoring stations throughout the bagin. Therefore, the investigations conducted by
SCAQMD and CDM confinue {0 indicate that no unugual sourge of benzene exdsts at
or near the High School.

Based on available data, we conclude that ambient air on the campus is not adversely
affected by oil well operations and thet air at the campus is not notably different from
air throughout the Los Angeles basin.
Next Steps
» Additional ambient ajr sampling will be scheduled to monitor ambient air
quality.
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